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Although the refrain of this piece names all three Persons of the Trinity, the stanzas emphasize references to
Jesus Christ under various titles. There is also a shift in tone between the stanzas and the refrain: the former
speak about God and the latter speaks to God.

Few petitions of the Lord’s Prayer are as difficult to pray as this one, and we would not dare to pray it if we
had to depend on ourselves rather than the example of forgiveness we are given in Jesus Christ. The shape
note tune sets these words with appropriate spareness.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1969, 1983, alt.
MUSIC: Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820; harm. Margaret W. Mealy, 1985
Text © 1969, 1983 Rosamond E. Herklots 
Music Harm. © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.

DETROIT
CM

444Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

6/20/13

443-there 444-forgive.mus, Page 1

& # # 44 œ œ œ œ
1
2
3 When

Je
There

I
sus,
is

stand
my
a

in
Re
Re

D .œ jœ ˙
glo
deem
deem er,

er,
ry,

G D

œ œ œ œ
Je

name
I

sus,
a

will

God’s
bove
see

own
all
his

A D G A .œ œ œ ˙
Son;
names,
face;

D A7sus A7

- -
- -

- -
-

-

& # # œ œ œ œ
pre
there

pre cious
cious

I’ll

Lamb
Lamb
serve

of
of

my

D .œ jœ jœ .œ
God,
God,
King

Mes
Mes
for

si
si
ev

ah,
ah,
er

G D/F#
œ œ œ œ .œ jœ
Ho
hope
in

for
that

sin
ho

ly
ners

ly

Em7 A7sus

.˙ Œ
One.
slain.
place.

D G A

-- - -
-- - -
- - -

& # # œ œ œ œ
Thank you, O my

D D/F# .œ jœ .œ jœ
Fa ther, for

G D jœ .œ œ œ
giv ing us your

G A .œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
Son, and

D A7

- -

& # # ˙ œ œ
leav ing your

D œ œ .œ jœ
Spir it till the

G D œ œ œ œ .œ jœ
work on earth is

Em7 A7sus

.˙ Œ
done.

D

- -

& b 44 œ
1
2
3
4 Lord,

In
How

“For

Capo 5: (         )

œ œ .œ jœ
cleanse
blaz
can
give

the
ing

your
our

depths
light
par
sins

with
your
don
as

Dm
Am (          )

œ œ œ œ œ œ
in
cross
reach
we for

and
re
our

give,”
bless
veals
souls

you
the
the
and

Gm
Dm

Dm
Am(         )

œ œ œ œ
taught

un
truth
bid

us,
for
we
re

Lord,
giv
dim
sent

to
ing
ly

ment

F
C

Am
Em(         )(     ) (         ).˙

pray,
heart
knew:
cease.

Dm
Am

-

-
-

-

-

-
- -

-

-
-

-

& b œ
that
what
Then,

but

œ œ œ .œ jœ
you

broods
triv
by

a
on
ial
your

lone
wrongs
debts
mer

can
and
are
cy

B bF
Am
Em(         )(     )

œ œ œ œ œ œ
grant
will
owed
rec

us
not
to
on

grace
let
us,

ciled,

to
old

how
our

F
C(     ) (          )

.œ jœ œ œ
live
bit

great
lives

the
ter
our
will

words
ness
debt

spread

we
de
to

your

Gm
Dm

Am
Em(         ) (         )

.
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Recognizing that this text arose from the years of apartheid in South Africa adds depth and resonance to
its already confident language. Yet these words can also be read as a summary of Christ’s death and
resurrection, the true basis of our hope that good will triumph over evil.
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GATHERING

401

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1979
Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.  

GATHER US IN
10.9.10.10.D

The “you/your” mentioned in every stanza is never identified, but this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate
prayer to God on behalf of the diverse congregation who have assembled for worship, longing to be
transformed and used as God’s witnesses and for God’s purposes.
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